
Woodworks Buschmann Bella: A school of values at the end of the world*

Woodworks Buschmann Bella is a project that opens to us a space and time, 
from which to rediscover the forgotten values of craftsmanship.

The person responsible for this initiative, Frank Buschmann, has been trained 
as a creator, industrial designer and cabinetmaker. Of German origin he spent
his childhood between South Africa and Nigeria, his adolescence and training 
years between Germany and Holland. His professional stage has been marked
by his experimental spirit, almost always working independently and linked to
projects that push the boundaries and established definitions.

After an extensive journey, influenced in its beginnings by woodworking, then 
by design, cultural management, conceptualization of ideas, art, cooperation 
and a long etc., he has returned to wood again. On this occasion, with the 
intention of defending a pure and highly exigent approach.

To explain the philosophy of this project, it helps to remember the professor 
of sociology Richard Sennett. In his book "The Craftsman", published in 2008, 
Sennett abstracted the concept of crafts from a humanist perspective 
defining it as "a lasting and basic human impulse, the desire to perform a 
task well, without more". In his book, Sennett pretends to restore the 
meaning and give back importance to our material culture, in order to not 
leave it in the state of degradation it is in because of "Marxism in recent 
political history and the fantasy and greed of the consumer in daily life".

Confronted with this problem the author concluded that only "we can achieve
a more human material life if we better understand the production of things"

At a time when the economy is mainly nourished by intangible production, 
after relegating highly specialized and qualified material production to 
peripheral economies, we inhabit a world in which material culture has been 
radically devalued. We are surrounded by a massive surplus of objects devoid



of any kind of wisdom or quality, pointing out if possible, in addition, the 
degradation of self-awareness and self-esteem to which current forms of 
production lead.

In this context it is in which, rediscovering the values of craftsmanship, 
perhaps will be useful to elaborate narratives that counteract to the corrosive
effect generated by current life models. The skills that an artisan acquires in 
his learning and improvement process to become a master of his craft, are all
positive and beneficial qualities for self-knowledge and enrichment of our 
relationship with the world: Deep knowledge of materials , of its nature and 
its behavior. The perfection of the technique through a relationship with form.
The cultivation of patience, the search for quality and innovation, etc.

WoodWorks Buschmann Bella, lays the foundations of this project , resorting 
to the purest and most radical way to reactivate all these qualities, purposely 
avoiding the use of mechanized tools, thus deepening the relationship 
between man and matter.

The joiner or cabinetmaker engages with the construction of objects that can 
require the development of new techniques or complementing them to 
produce special pieces, thus prioritizing the singularity and difference over 
standardization.

At a time when the boundary between work and life has faded, WoodWorks 
Buschmann Bella claims the need to fill the work with satisfying qualities for a
full life.
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